
Use Case: 

Access for Identifying HIV-Positive or Hepatitis C-Positive Pregnant 

Individuals and Infants and Children Exposed to HIV or Hepatitis C at 

Birth 

Overview 

The Office of Epidemiology and Prevention Services (OEPS) within the West Virginia 

Department of Health & Human Resources (DHHR) Bureau for Public Health (BPH) is 

authorized by West Virginia law pursuant to W. Va. Code § 16-1-6 et seq. and W. Va. C.S.R. 

§ 64-7-1 et seq. to investigate the cause of disease; the means of prevention, suppression, 

or control of those diseases; the source of sickness and mortality; and the effects of 

environment, employment, habits, and circumstances of life on the public health (collectively, 

"Investigations"). See W. Va. Code R. § 16-1-6(a)(3). OEPS is seeking to conduct 

Investigations that include the following actions (collectively the "Public Health Use 

Cases") with the goal of linking the applicable individuals to care : (1) HIV-positive or 

Hepatitis (-positive pregnant individuals; and (2) infants and children exposed to HIV or 

Hepatitis C at birth. The West Virginia Health Information Network (the "WVHIN") desires to 

make this certain data available to OEPS for the limited purpose of aiding in such Public 

Health Use Cases. 

Purpose 

To advance the health and wellness of patients by preventing or controlling the further spread 

of communicable disease conditions. 

Technical Design 

The WVHIN will notify OEPS when a pregnant individual with HIV or Hepatitis C is seen at a 

participating organization. The WVHIN will also notify OEPS when a patient under the age of 13 

years presents at a WVHIN participating organization with a positive or negative Hepatitis C or 

HIV laboratory test result. 

Technical capability exists to implement the Public Health Use Cases. 

Public Health Use Cases Description 

The Public Use Cases are permitted under both state law and the federal law known as the Health 

Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA). The WVHIN may disclose both HIV­

and Hepatitis C-related protected health information (PHI) to carry out the Public Health Use 

Cases, though West Virginia law places additional restrictions on disclosing HIV-related PHI. 

Client Work\4868-1814-5153. v2-10/5/23 








