
Public Health Use Case: Fatality and Mortality Review Team 

Overview 

Established pursuant to W. Va. Code §§ 61-12A-1 et seq., the Fatality and Mortality Review Team 

("FMRT') is a multidisciplinary team which operates under the West Virginia Department of Health 

("DOH"). The FMRT was created to oversee and coordinate the examination, review, and assessment 

(collectively "Investigations") of the following events (collectively "Events," and each individually an 

"Event"): 

(1) The deaths resulting from suspected domestic violence;

(2) The deaths of all infants and all women who die during pregnancy, at the time of birth,
or within one year of the birth of a child; and

(3) The deaths of children under 18 years of age.

As further detailed herein, the FMRT and/or the State Health Officer (an officer within DOH), in its 

capacity as the chairperson of the FMRT, may from time-to-time request the West Virginia Health 

Information Network (the "WVHIN") to provide certain information for use in the Investigations of 

Events. This Public Health Use Case examines the legal basis, mechanism, and public policy goals 

which may be attained by providing the FMRT and the State Health Officer with information in 

response to requests for use in the Investigations of Events. 

Permitted Purpose Category 

For Public Health Use Case. 

Technical Design 

Technical capability exists to implement this Public Health Use Case. 

Public Health Use Case Description 

West Virginia law affords the FMRT the ability to request information and records as necessary to 

conduct Investigations of the Events. See W Va. Code§§ 61-12A-3 et seq. Specifically, the FMRT 

may request, inter alia: medical, dental, mental health, and substance abuse records (to the extent 

disclosure of substance abuse records is permitted by federal law). W. Va. Code§ 61-12A-3(a)(1 )-(2). 

Consistent with W. Va. Code§ 61-12A-3(a)(1)-(2), the FMRT and/or the State Health Officer may, from 

time-to-time, request information and records from the WVHIN relating to the Investigations of Events on 
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